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Child Health 

Health Conditions _ 

m Twelve percent of U.S. children under 18 years of age, or 9 
million children have ever been diagnosed with asthma. 

a Twelve percent of U.S. children under 18 years of age suffered 
from respiratory allergies, 10% suffered from hay fever, and 
11% suffered from other allergies in the past 12 months. 

Attention Deficit Disorder and Learning 
Disabilities 

a Almost 5 million children 3-17 years of age (8%) had a 
learning disability (LD), and an estimated 4 million children 
(7%) had Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). The percent of 
boys with LD was almost double that for girls, and the percent 
of boys with ADD was almost triple that for girls. 

Health Status 

s About 41 million children (56%) enjoyed excellent health and 
another 20 million (28%) had very good health. Two percent 
of children were in fair or poor health. 

School Loss Days 

a Of the 53 million school age children (aged 5-17 years) in the 
U.S., 14 million or about one quarter never missed a day of 
school in the past 12 months due to illness or injury. About six 
percent of all school aged children missed more than 10 days 
of school because of illness or injury in the past 12 months. 

Usual Source of Medical Care 

a Among children with a usual source of medical care, 80% 
visited a doctor's office, 18% received care in a clinic, 1% used 
a hospital. 
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Dental Care 

a Over 4 million children aged 2-17 years (6%) had unmet 
dental needs because families could not afford dental care. 
Source: Summary Health Statistic s for U.S. Child r en, 2002 

Comprehensive Data 

a Overweight Children and Adolescents 

Health, United States, 2003, Table 69 
View/download PDF 

m No Health Care Visit to an Office or Clinic Among Children 

Health, United States, 2003, Table 73 
View/d o wnload PDF 
a No Usual Source of Care Among Children 
Health, United States, 2003, Table 74 
View/download PDF 
s Dental Visits 

Health, United States, 2003, Table 78 
View/download PDF 
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a Nation al Health Interview Survey 
sa Centers f or Disease Control and Prevention 
is? A merica's Child r en: Ke y Nat io nal indicators of Well- 
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